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Sir: 

This Reply Brief is submitted in response to the Examiner's Answer dated 
January 17, 2006. 

As Indicated in the Brief, the first two steps of the presently claimed invention 
require that i) a feed composition be formed from a cellulose derivative and water 
and ii) the feed composition then be contacted with a superheated gas mixture in a 
high rotational speed gas jet impact mill. The superheated gas mixture is either a) a 
superheated gaseous mixture of steam and an inert gas or b) a superheated gas 
mixture of steam and air. 
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Appellants emphasize that neither of the references cited by the Examiner 
even remotely suggest the use of a superheated gas mixture that can be either a) a 
superheated gaseous mixture of steam and an inert gas or b) a superheated gas 
mixture of steam and air. WO 98/31710 suggests the use of a) superheated steam 
or b) a mixture of superheated stem and a solvent. The solvents described by the 
reference as being useful (see page 7, lines 1 through 7) are water and organic 
solvents. Nowhere does the reference even remotely suggest that a superheated 
gas mixture of i) steam and an inert gas or ii) steam and air could or should be used. 

For the reasons set forth in the Brief and those contained herein, it is 
submitted that the rejection is in error and reconsideration thereof is respectfully 
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requested. 



Respectfully submitted, 
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